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[ Continued from the Nutional Intelligencer of December 4.]

RETURN TO TAOS, NEW MEX100. *

No time was lost in collecting and sdddling the ani-
mals, and our packs reduced from eleven to three
they were soon loaded, whose saddles went down
.with the canoe used their blankets instead, and at four
P. M. we started to return to New Mexico. The defeat
which we had sustained at the river, and the consequent
delay, caused some of the party to be in low spirits ; but
regrets were useless ; we determined to return soon again,
and so well provided as to prevent u second failure. We
now measure back. Day’s travel eight miles. Distance
from Grand River eight miles.

June 80.—We were in our saddles at sunrise, for the
 lightness of our b occasioned mo waste of time in
packing. Those of the party who had lost their blankets
in the canoe passed a cold night under their saddle-cloths.
Our breakfast consisted of a few spoonsful of atole, (corn-
meul mush,) washed down with coffee without sugar ;
and although our repast was far from palatable, we found
it wholesome and filling, whiclwlatter property was to us
of much importance. The mules bad been much baras-
sed hy the various attempts made to drive them ncross
the river and by the mosquitoes aund gad-flies; yet they
had picked up both flesh and spirit, and appeared happy
to be treading once more on dry land, where they were
not exposed to the momentary danger of sinking into a
mud-hole. We therefore travelled rapidly, and at 8.30 P.
M. reached the Na-wa-qua-sircs, (Sheep-Tail Creek,
Utah tongue,) forty-three miles from our last encamgp-
ment. It was here that we had previously experienced
some difficulty in crossing, and wﬁm a pair of saddle-
bags, containing many articles of valuesto us, were lost.
The road during the day was the same which we had be-
fore travelled in going to Grand River; the face of the
country was generally perfectly level, offering to our view
but little of interest until we reached the foot-hills of the
San-Warca Raxas, which we entered by a narrow val-
ley, watered by o small rivulet. This we followed up
about twenty miles, the country rapidly improving as we
advanced into the mountains. We crossed the Na-wa-
qua-sitc below the forks, and followed up its right bank
about two miles. All around us the hills and mountains
were covered with rich verdure; beautiful copses and
groups of trees diversified the scenery, giving it the ap-
pearance of a settled country, only wanting dwellings to
render the illusion perfect. :

As the grass at this place was rich and nutritious,
timber abundant, and fine streams irrigating every val-
ley, it was selected by Beale for an encampment, where
he would await my return from New Mexico with fresh
supplies. Wagner, Young, Dick Brown, (the Delaware,)
and Filipe Archilete, lr. would remain with him, and I was
to lls.ﬂﬂp. ete, gr. (Peg-leg) as guide; and
was sccompanied by those of the party who pre- |
ferred the longer routeto California, via Fort Lara-

mie and Great Salt to risking 1 epoounter with
Grand River aad the uaknown hn nd. Day's|
travel 48 miles; from 61 miles,

July 1.—It was not until 8 o'clock that I started from
Beale’s camp on the N He and the men
who remained with him had many letters to write, which
caused some detention. We left Beale with regret, for
who could foresee what might happen to him and his
small party in this lonely on, ptri.ieu!nri{ as the sea.
son was approsching when the Indians would be return-
ing here from buffulo hunting? In addition t¢ other
causes for anxiety, we had but a small store- of provi-
sions, consisting of sour cornmeal and coffee, which,
when divided between the two parties, gave each burely
enough for three days' subsistence. The Delaware had
gone out hunting st an early hour, sad, ns we lost sight
of the camp, we saw him descending s mountain at some
distance with & deer behind his saddle, which he was car-
ryinginto Deale's camp.

The Rio dela Laguna, where we had lost nearly a day
in crossing our pucks, had fallen slightly, and, ns we had
but little that could be injured by water, we rode our
mules across without stopping. At 6 P. M. we reached
Rio Jaroso, (Willow Creek,) where the trail leading to the
Puerto del Carnero ( Mountain-sheep Pass) branches off on
the south side from that to the Coo-cha-tope Pass. We
took it, and here commenced sscending » long and nar-
row gorge, which led us by an easy ascent to the summit
of o hill, where we encamped ot 7 P. M. near an abun-
dant spring. It would be needless repetition to mention
again the Juxurinnece of the grass which covered the val-

_leys, hill-sides, and mountains, for ull through the Sah-
wateh range the country maintains the same rich and
fertile character. Our Iast meal was in the morning, and
consisted of a ball of dough, which to some of us bore n
fancied resemblance to the old Virginia hoe-cake. The
soothing effects of this delicious morsel on our stomachs
had for many hours passed away and been forgotten, so
that when we gathered around the camp-fire to partake
of a soup of grouse shot by Peg-leg, nine men more hun-
gry it would have been difficult to find, We saw during
the day msaoy deer and antelopes, but the only rifle in
the company was Peg-leg's, and it had been so much
damnaged as to render it slmost useless for a long-shot.—
40 miles; 911 miles, g L

July 3.—1 passed a miserable t; it was cold an
frosty, with s piercing north wind. My saddle-blanket
was the only cover [ had, and it was so thin and thread-
bare that it indp-rud senrcely any warmth. We saddled
up and started at sunrise, directing our course nearly
due enst. The trail led over & mountain covered with
thick pine forests, iuterspersed with rich meadows, and
watered by numerous clear rills, until we reached a por-
tion of the range where a hurricane or whirlwind had,
some years ago, uprooted and strewed in direction
o forest of tall pine trees. These ocoasioned us some
trouble in crossing ; but we finally 'ﬂt through them, and
commenced n gradual descent on enstern side of the
range. Peg Leg and I were riding st some distance be-
fore the rest of the party, when, upon crossing the summit
of a hill, we suddenly found ourselves inthe midst of n
large flock of tame goats, behind which was a band of
fifty mounted Utabs, to whom they belonged. They im-
modiately gathered around us and overwhelmed us with
questions; but were eivil, and seemed light-hearted and
merry. Most of the men had good rifles, and their horses
were all in fine condition. My first thought upon meeting
these Indians was tho possibility of replenishing our
Inrder with dried meat, and Peg Leg ne sooner informed
them that we had been on short commons for several dnys
thian they dismounted, unpncked their animals, and from
their store presented me with a plentiful supply of dried
buffulo, deer, and antelope flesh. Men, women, nnd chil-
dren erowded around my mule, ench handing me a parcel
of ment ; and, slthough it was apparent that they expeot-
ed nothing in return, I gave Icn as good a supply of
tobaceo, powder, lead, snd on onps ns 1 could
spare ; but nothing deli them ns much as & box of
lucifer matches; for, having showed them that by a simple
fristion they might produce a blaze, their joy was great,
snd soon each member of the band had performed the
feat of kindling n fire.

Qur party by this time had overtaken us, but fearing
that the ‘‘ amicable relations so happily existing” might
be disturbed, I desired them not to stop, retaii
pack animal to Tond with the meat which 1 had

With these Indians were many squaws and ohildren.
The former rode astride of the packs, but the boys,
of whom were not more than five rno( age,
moanted on spirited horses, which
much dexterity and and were
bows and arrows, two of which the
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Which they were ﬁ;g they would meet some of our
friends whom we left for a short time, and that on
our return we would bring them tobaceo and other pre-
::;1::. They pmmmiudm f.uorr.r;:; our friends well, u:.lni.
6 genersl g ds, we parted mu

pleased with each other. 7

We encamped at noon on & fork of Sah-Watch creek,
running to the eastward through a broad grassy valley,
snd after & rest of two hours resumed our journey.  We
had not proceeded far when we noticed at a short dis-
tance to our right a singular-looking object, which ‘:5—
peared to be rolling rather than walking over the ground,
On a.rprouhing itit proved to be a decrepit Utah squaw,
bending under the weight of two of buffalo robes,
one of which she bore on her sho , whilst the other
was suspended in front, Bhe was much terrified when
we galloped towards her, and, slthough she made a feeble
attempt to fly, her shaking limbs bent under her, and she
sank to the ground paralyzed with fear. We, however,
re-assured her, and got her to explain to us the cause of
her being in this lonely region by herself, Archilete being
interpreter. She told us that three moons previous a

er old woman in the mountain;
td.l.lﬁ':lm_ - she bad just buried her companion, who
bad died the previous night, and was now on her way to
the summer rendezvous of her pm&lc, ladened with her
own and her on' ks. We informed her that
she would probab ovmx: s bund of Utahs that night
or the next day, and placed her on their trail. She seem-
ed glad to receive this news, and still more so when we
turned our mules’ heads to leave ber, though we had
shown her all possible kindness—so hard is it in them to
believe in the sincerity of white people.

The trail lead over some low hills and down & succes-
sion of beautiful slopes, running mostly in a southerly
direction, until we en a narrow winding valley two
and balf miles in length by one hundred to two hundred
yards in breadth. It was shut in on each side by per-
pendicular walls of rock rising from fifty to seventy-five
feet above the level of the valley, whose surface was flat
and carpeted with tender grass. A stream of clear water
meandered through its centre, and the grade was so slight
that the stream, overflowing its banks in many places,
moistened its whole surface.

As we desoended this beautiful and singular valley we
ocoasionally passed others of a similar character opening
into it. It ends in Sah-Watch valley, which we entered
about an hour before sunset.

We had here the choice of two routes: the first was
down Sah-Watch valley to its outlet near the head of the
valley of San Luis, which would have taken us over the
same ground that we had traversed in coming from Fort
Massachusetts ; the second crossed Sah-Watch valley
here, passed over a shorter and nearer route, and entered
Sun Luis valley near where the Garita leaves the moun-
tains. We selected the last route.

Coochatope Pass enters Sab-Watch valley a mile below
Carncro pass. Crossing Sah-Watch valley, near balf a mile
broad, and the ereek about ten yards in breadth and
three feet in depth, we travelled up @ narrow valley for
a short distance into the hills and encamped at dark,—47
miles;: 138 miles.

July 3.—During the early part of the night the mos-
quitoes swarmed around us, but it soon beeame cold,
which drove them away. We were delayed some time
after sunrise in consequence of most of the mules having
gone astray; they were not recov until near seven
o'clock, when we resumed our joumey. Our course was
geunerally east, down a succession of valleys, whose sur-
face was level and moist, with hills rising abruptly on
cither side. We saw a great abundance of game, but
killed nothing but a grouse. These mountains teem with
antelopes and deer. &

The valleys down which we travelled, and which open-
ed into other like streets, grew gradually broader
a8 we descended. We finally en one watered by
Carnero Creek, which joins the Garita in Luis val-
ley, and st _
gnteor

leaving the third on our left, we rode over some low hills,
and five miles from camp crossed the Garita. We were
onge more in San Luis valley, and all before us, as far as
the sight could reach, was a perfect level. We encamped
on the Del Norte ns the sun was setting behind the Pass
{(Williame's) in which Col. Fremont met with so terrible
a disaster in the winter of 1848-'40 in sight of us, so
noar was he to the object of his search.

From the plains this appears more practicable
than either the Carnero or the Coochatope Passes; but
it can be traversed by mules only from the middle of Au-
gust until the first snows fall early in December. In
spring and until August the River Del Norte, which flows
from it gnd is swollen with melting snows, is the princi-
pal obstruction. This pass is known to the Mexicans as
the * Puerto Dol fio Del Norte,” (the Pass of the Rio Del
Norte, ) but Amerioans call it * Wiliama's Pass.”” Through
it is the shortest road to Grand River, it being one day
shorter than by the Carnero and two days shorter than
by the Coochatope. The hills, for they cannot be ealled
mounutaing, seem broken and rugged, and appear to bave
numerous passages between them, whilst the mountains,
in which are found the Carnero and Coochatope Passes,
exhibit from the plaios no point where s pass might be
supposed to exist.—48 miles; 180 miles.

Fourth of July.—We saddled up at early dawn and fol-
lowed down the left bank of the Rio Del Norte, erossing
numerous esteros, (sloughs,) until we encamped at 1 P.M.
at the same spot where we had passed the first night out
from Fort Massachusetts. We had made forty-five miles
since morning, and had travelled so rapidly that the pack
snimals did not get into camp until an hour later.

This bemf the snuiversary of our country's birth-day,
and not having sufficient food for more than one meal, we
bad dispensed with breakfast in order to celebrate the
ocoasion at noon with the proper honors. Some bitter
corn-meal and a fek soraps of antelope meat, which had
been so often culled that what remained consisted of
shreds of sinews, constituted our bill of fare. As soon as
the banquet was ended I started with the iutention of
reaoling the settiements onthe Culebra that night, a-dis-
tance of nbout forty miles. As a distinet trail led to
these hamlets, the party could follow without a guide. 1
therefore took Peg Leg with me. They were to encamp
that night on Trinchera Creek, a tty brook five miles
from our noon camp, fringed with willows, snd where
they would find abundant pasturage.

After riding eight hours st a steady pace over a plain,
I arrived at midnight at a small village on the Culebra
inbabited by Mexicans. The t was warm and oalm,
and from the Trinchera clouds of mosquitoes filled the air.
Both we and our mules were muoh fatigued, having tra-
velled eighty-five miles sinoe morning, after a ride of three
days through the mountaios at the rate of from forty to
forty-eight miles ench day.

I was invited into one of the huts, where a couple of
women commenced at once baking fortillas (thin cakes
of dough baked on o piece of sheet iron) and boiling
goat's milk with salt. A sheep was killed and a plenti-
tul supply of tortillas baked to be ready for our party in
the morning, and I directed one of the Mexicans to start at
early dawn to meet and guide thom in.

My blanket was spread on the floor near the fire-place,
though I was invited to share s bed made of Lides stretch-
od on & rough frame and filling two-thirde of the room,
already ocoupied by three men, two women, two girls,
snd four children, all more or less en déshabille,—B0
miles ; 271 miles.

July 5.—Before daybreak the house was invaded by
lambs, kids, and pigs, snd all further attempts at sleep
were vain, I rose and rode to the upper hamlets on the
Culebra, where thore is excellent grazing. The walley
here spreads out in & meadow, a perfect sea of verdure,
several thousand acres in extent, on which were numer-
ous herds of eattle and horses. The whole valley of the
Culebra is at times rendered almost uninhabitable by the
mosqnitoes, which are particularly troublesome around
the lower settlements, and the natives keep up constant
fires, in the smoke of which both themselves and their

- | onttle seek protection against the common enomy.

Having concluded l.l:; nmmlry ATTA ents for l';n.
ing at this pasturage the animals we with us
l'ﬁfm the Nr-.:n-:;:i-aitch. 1 started with Filipe on hired
horses for the Cortilla, twenty miles distant, where we
pussed the night. Cortilla (Little Rib).oreek has its
source in the § ¢ de Cristo mountaing, on the east of
the valley of the Rio del Norte, into which its waters flow.
On its banks are numerous farms, which are skilfully irri-
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and industrious, are mostly peons (bondmes) fo
wealthy landowners residing in , and butfnr
the soil they cultivate. They enjoy the blessing, denied
their neighbors, of being entirely exempt from the
noyance of mosquitoes, for those exposed constantly to
this evil can alone form a conception of the misery i\ o
casions.—20 miles ; 291 miles, !
July 6.—To secure an early start and to prevent|our
animals from trespassing upon the cultivated fields,

at pasture during the night; but, my horse having leen |
allowed to csoape, it was not until ‘after sunrise thut
vould procure another. A ride of twenty-two miles broug
us to the Little Colerado, (Red river,) our road taki
across three small streams, (Las Ladillas,) on the 1
ders of which were extensive sheep ranckos. The
Colorado is formed by the union of two abundant stresin
which issue from deep cafions in lofty and sbruptly risiyg
mountains, The uﬁq of the Litk{- Colorado is

three miles in length by one in bread
Colerado river, having passed it, flo

i,

“by men wcequias, (oanals ;

e of it is under cultivation. The village of the
Little Colorado consists of one hundred adobe houses,
built to form & quadrangle, with their doors and windows
‘presenting upon the square inside.

Mr. Charles Oterbies, a Missourian, long domiciliated
in New Mexico, invited me to his house ::g procured me
n fresh horse, as the one I bad ridden from the Cortilla,
gu distance of twenty-two miles) in two hours and a half

ad broken down. I left Little Colorado at noon, and,
travelling twelve miles across o mountain over a rough
and thorney road, I reached the Kio Hondo, (Deep creek,)
which is so called from its channel being sunk in many
places far below the level of the plain; for the stream
itself is neither deep nor broad. I here engaged a young
American, Thomas Otervies, to go with us to California,
he having a reputation almost equal to Kit Carson’s for
bravery, dexterity with his rifle, and skill in mountain
life. 1 also purchased a mule to replace my unshod and
sore-footed horse, and rode to Taos, nine miles beyond,
wlhgre I arrived at 8 P. M., the road leading across a level
plain. :
The Senora Saint Vrain received me hospitably., Mr.
Saint Vrain, for whom 1 had a letter, being absent from
Taos, I immediately called on Mr. Leroux, who bad a
few days previous returned from Fort Atkinson inim-
proved health. Making kuown to him the accident we
had met with at Grand River and stating our wants, [
obtained, with his assistance, the supplies we needed.
Raw hides were procured and sewed together, to be used
ns boats for crossing rivers. Corn was parched to
make pinole, parched and pounded cornmeal was sweeten-
ed, and coffee was roasted, &ec. |
San Fernando de Taos presents o poor appearance ; its
low earth-colored houses, scatt irregularly about,
look dingy and squalid, though within many of them sre
comfortable; and they are all adapted to the climate.
To the seuthward and eastward sre high and well-tim-
bered mountains. The town is surrounded with unin-
olosed fields, very fertile when irrigated, and the Taos
wheat, originally obtained from the Moh hah-ve Indians,
who obtained it from the California missions, has obtain-
ed o wide reputation. In the vicinity of San F. de Taos
are several hamlets—the Pueblo de Tuos, inhabited by
the Taos Indians, a quiet and inoffensive race, and
good field laborers ; La Placeta de Tacs, El Rancho, El
Ranchito, &c. Bix miles to the southwest is a United
States dragoon camp, from which the troops were absent,
they baving marched to Absequen in consequence of
troubles with _he Navajo Indians,—43 miles; 383 miles,
Return from Tuos to the East Fork of the Great Colorado ;
and we now measure the distances back from Taos.
July 11.—Having concluded my purchases, which de-
layed us longer than had been expected, (for every thing

for our use,) I off

Tows  Peg Lot bad b
boon compani

war-whoop in the square of Taos, and did not see him
again until the wagon and men had arrived at the Cule-
bra, and 1 was to depart. Heliunmdﬂhh
appearance, looking very sick, un , and repentant.
The mwen I had h?nd ';m Tho::n? ‘(;{mby. José Galli-
ego, an old mountaineer who had been to Californis with
Colonel Fremont, and was well recommended as guide
and ¢ dull-hide boat builder,” and Juan Cordova, n Mexi-
ohn arriero, [muloumr.) We numbered in all five.
Messrs. Riggs & Rogers with their party remained at
Taos, in ing to pursue their journey to Califoruia via
Fort and Great Salt Lake.

We saddled up shortly before sunset, and encamped
nine milgs below the Culebra to get our packs in order
for an early hour in the morrow, The first day with a
train of pack mules is always n troublesome one. The
animals are new, th2 men have not learned their disposi-
tions and qualities, the barness does not fit, and numerous
changes are necessary which oceasion delay, My day's
ride was 72 miles back from Tweos.

July 12.—Raised camp at five and travelled until noon,
when we encamped on the slough of the Del Norte, where
we had already been three times. - We fortunately bad
filled our leather water-bottles at the Trinchera, for we
found the water here no longer drinkable. The sun was
intensely hot, and our old friends, the mosquitoes, did not
fuil to find us out. We stopped for the night on the Del
Norte, snd shot several wildrl geese, which we found here
in great numbers.—61 miles; 123 miles.

xty 18.—Although I was often up during the night
looking after the mules and had them all picketed in
thick grass, three of them succeeded in drawing their
picket-pins and went off in the direction of Fort Masia-
chusegts. After a chase of ten miles they were brought
back, and we started at 6 80 A.M. We encamped on the
Garita, where I had only intended to Test the animals for
u couple of hours; but as it commenced raining, and fear-
ing the packs might get damaged, we conclu to pass
the night here, and housed every thing under the ox-hides.
A party of Mexican Ciboleros, (buffalo hunters,) going to
hunt buffalo on the Upper Arkansas, encamped near us.—
49 miles, (day’s travel;) 172 miles from Taos.

July 14.—We kept guard during the night, as we saw
much fresh sign of Indians, and our animals were inclin-
ed to stray. It rained most of the night. Raised cam
at sunrise, and, without stopping, we travelled

the Carnero Pass to Sah-Watch valley, near which we en-
camped before sunset.—59 miles; 231 miles.

July 156.—We travelled steadily all day with the excep-
tion of a short rest at noon, and encamped at night on a
small rill running into the Jaroso, (Willow Creek.)—58
miles; 284 miles.

July 16.—We started at dawn, crossed the Rio de la
without unrukin , 84 its waters had fallen, and
at 2 P.M. we met Harry whom Beanle had seut to
E:Jdde us to his camp on the v:{n(:mk, to which he
moved during my absenoe, e found Beale and his
small party all well and anxiously expecting us.
onmp was surrounded by a considerable number of Utahs, |
some of whom I recognised ns the same we had met near
Hah-Watch on the 2d of July.
Soon after wo got into camp Beale dispatohed Wagner
nnd Galliego to Grand River with the bull-hides, direct-
ing them to make s boat should they fail in finding a ford,
sud a little later wo encamped on the Nawaquasitob, so
né to make an early start on the morrow and reach Graud
River before night.—48 miles ; 332 miles from Taos.

Mr. Beale's Separate Journal during my Voyage
to Taos and back. v
Bar Mr. Brave commenoes his Journal on the day that

wa parted, with the reasons for sending back, snd the
names of those who went and of those who staid with
him :
July 1, 1868 —Rogers, Riggs, Cosgrove, y Do-
lan, Juan, and Gregorio left us to return to the settle-
ments, and go thence by Salt Lake to California. This
was on account of one of our party, whom I did not think
could stand the farther hardships of the journey. Har-
ris Heap and Filipe Archilote went in also to show them
the nearest rond, and guide them to Taos, and get sup-
pliee. Remained in camp ta await the return of Heap
with provisions, &0. Remained with me the Delaware,
Dick Brown,) & Bpanish boy, Harry Young, and Wagner,
othing to eat in camp; sent the out to hunt,
and wo commenoce & house. About mine Dick returned

being enclosed, s man was engaged to watch them wiils b

Their | P?

| and oil " of his hllﬂ‘y.dtpc

and contained a bottle of ancdyne d

¥
= .
I
3
.

X

L Intelligencer.

fuly 2.—Weather pleasant ; mosquitoes abundant, but
b troublesome ; washed the two dirty shirts which com-
my wardrobe. No signs of Indiaus, and begin to
pe we shall not be troubled with them. Nevertheless,
P the fright medicine® at hand and the guns ready.
sbundant and good, animals thriving ; killed anelk ;
Bd some meat; still siok.
Yuly 8.—Employed the day in drying the meat killed
. y- Weather very hot; but for the sunshine one
mld suppose it to be snowing, the air being filled with
bt fleeces liko snow-flakes from the cottonwood. The
k is falling, but slowly. Time drags very heavily;
®e days gone, however, and nine remain; twelve days
g the time allotted to go and return from Taos,
uly 4.—Celebrated the day by eating our two last cups
; felt highg excited by it. Henceforth we go it
cco and dried mest. The Delaware killed a doe,

fat; dried the meat; still sick ; bathed in creek $
| witer excessively cold, but felt much refreshed
F after the bath, besides having killed an hour
&0 somewnat cool, though t;??mnhg is dry m‘? sal-
try sad the mosquitoes much more troublesome than
usual. Took a bath, which scems to give me relief from
my malady, which, thank God, is no worse. We hope that
our men have reachsd Tuos this evening.

July 6.—To.day kas been cloudy, with rain in the
mountains all around us, though but a few scattering
drops have reached the valley. We all complain this even-
ing of great weakness axd entire lack of energy, with dizzi-
ness in the head, and donot know from what cause it pro-
ceeds. The bath in the reek has not had its usual in-
vigorating effect; mosquiloes very troublesome; made a
little soup in a tin box and found it tolerable.

July T.—For the last two days we have killed nothing.
This evening we had quitd o shower of rain; started to
take a long walk, but broke down very soon, being too
weak to go far. I find mysickness worse to-day, but it is
the least of my anxieties. Would to God I had none other !
Took the usual evening bath in the creek, which has
slightly fallen during the day, and the water not quite so
cold, which encourages m# to hope that the supply of snow
in the mountains is nearly exhausted.

July 8.—This morning our anxieties from Indians have
commenced. At ten o'clock three of them rode into camp,
and shortiy afterwards some dozen more,
July 9.—Yesterdny, after the Indians arrived, 1 gave
them what little tobaceo we could spare and some of our
small stock of dried elk meat. After eating and smoking
for awhile they insisted on my accompanying them to
their camp, which was some ten milesoff. 1explainedto
them as well as I could who I was.
Enowing that i} is best always to act boldly with In-
dians, as if you felt no fear whatever, I armed myself and
started with them, Our road for a mile or two led over
a barren plain, thickly covered with grease wood, but we
soon struck the base of the mountain, where the firm rich
mountain $-w swept our saddle girths as we cantered
over it. ¢ crossed s considerable mountain covered
with timber and grass, and near the summit of which was
quite a cluster of pmall, but very clear and spparently
deep lakes, . They were not more than an acre or two in
size, and some not even that, but surrounded by luxuriant
grass and perched away up on the mwountsin, with fine
timber quite near them. It was the most beautiful scene-
ry in the world; it formed quite a hunter's paradise, for
deer and elk bounded off from us as we approached, and
then stood within rifie-shot, looking back in astonishment.
A few Lours’ ride broughtus to the Indian camp; and I
wish here 1 could describe the besuty of the charming
valley in which they lived. It was small, probably not
more than five miles wide by fifteen long, but surrounded
on all sides by the boldest mountains, covered to their
summits with alternate patches of timber and grass, giv-
ing it the appearance of having been regularly laid off in
small furms.  Through the centre a fine bold stream, pro-
bably three feet deep by forty wide, watered the meadow
land, and gave the last touch which the valley required
3 make it the most beautiful [ had pver soen. Hundreds

s o4 Toie Qe

g 7

E . , an old and infirm
eleomed me kindly, and told me his yo
told him I had given of my small store to them,
to "t in peace.”

out my pipe, filled it, and we smoked to-
gether. about fifteen minutes u squaw brought in two
large wooden platters, containing some very fat deer
meat and some boiled corn, to which Idid ample justice.
After this followed a dish which one must have been
two weeks without bread to have appreciated as I did.
Never at the tables of the wealthiest in Washington did 1
find a dish which sppeared to me so perfectly without a
parallel. It was some cornmenl boiled in goats’ milk,
with a little elk fat. I think I certsinly eat near half a
peck of this delicious atole, and then stopped, not be-
cause I bad enough, but becnuse I had scraped the dish
dry with my fingers, afld licked them ag long as the small-
est particle remained, which is ‘‘manners’ among In-
dians, and also among Arabs, Eat all they give you, or
get somebody to do it for you, is to honor the hospitality
you receive. To lenve any is a slight. 1 needed not the
rule to make me eat all,

After this we smoked again, and when about to start I
found a large bag of dried mesat and s peck of corn put
up for me to take to my people.

Bidding a friendly good-bye to my hosts, and dividing
among them about a pound of tobaceo and two handker-
chiefs, and giving the old chief the battered remains of a
small leaden picayune looking-glass, I mounted my mule
to return. The sun was just setting when I started, and
before reaching the summit of the mountain it was quite
dark. As there was no road and the creeks very durk in
the bottoms, I had a most toilsome time of it. At one
oreek, which I reached after very great diffioulty in get-
ting through the thick and slmost impenetrable under-
growth, it was so dark that I could gee nothing; but,
trusting to luck, [ jumped my mule off the bank and
brought up in water nearly covering my saddle. Getting
in was bad enough, but coming out was worse ; for, find-
ing the banks high on the other side, 1 was obliged to
fallow down the stream for half a mile or more, not know-
ing when I should be swimming, until I succeeded with
great difficulty in getting out through the tangled bush-
wood on the opposite side. 1 arrived at camp late at
night, and found my men very anxiously awsiting my re-
turn, baviog almost concluded to give me up and to think
1 had lost my * hair.,” A little rain.

July 11.—To-duy | raised camp and went over to the
valley of the Savoya, mear my Indian neighbors. The
more 1 soe of this valley the more I am delignted with it.
1 enunot say how it may be in winter, but at this time it
is certainly the most beautiful valley, snd the richest in
grass, wood, soil, and water, I have ever seen. The Dela-
ware brought into oamp last evening a small deer alive
which he had cnught in the mountsine, It was a beauti-
ful ereature, but eseaped in the night.

July 12.—Went out this mo with the Indians to
huot. They lent me a fine horse; but God forbid that I
should ever hunt with such Indisns again! 1 thought I
bad seen something of rough riding before ; but all my ex-
rience faded before that of the feats of to-day. Somae
places which we ascended and descended it seemed to me
that even a wild oat conld hardly have passed over; and
yet their nctive and thoroughly well-trained horses took
them us part of the sport, and never made a misstep or
blunder during the entire day. We killed three antelopes
aod n young deer. Yesterday an Indian, while sitting at
our camp, broke the mainspring of his rifle lock. His
distress was beyond any thing within the power of de-
seription.  To bim it was thing. The ** corn, wine,
ed on it, and he sat for an
hour looking upon the wreck of his fortune in perfect
despair. He appearel so much east down by it that st
Iast 1 went into our and brought my rifie, which I
gove him to the broken one. At first he could not
realize it, but as the trath gradually broke upon him his
joy became so great that I could searce control himself;
and when he returned that night he was the happiest man
I have seen for many a day. [t was a first-class rifle, one
of those made for me by the famous Hawkens, of St.
Louis.

These Indians are all well armed and mounted, and the
vory best shots and hunters. Our revolvers seem, how-
aver, to be s never-fai source of astoninhment to them,
nud they are never of examining them. Yesterdny
[ nllowed them to fire two of ours at a mark st thirty
puces.  They shot admirably well, putting sll the shots
within a of the small mark, (size of & half dellar,)
and hitting it several times. A rainy dny.

July 18.—To-day haa boen showery, and the evening

* Our medicine chest had besn intended for a lady's use,
, Iabelled with the fol-
y palpitations of the

18

rwm;-mym to

. DECEMBER 10, 1853,

chit. | the Senate, whio was not a candidate

still «eloudy and promising more rain during the night.
Our eyes are now turned constantly to the opposite side
of the valley, down which the road winds by which we
expect our companions from Taos, =
hese days have heen the most weary and anxious of
my whole life. Sometimes I am almost crazy with think-
ing constantly on one subject, and the probable disss-
trous result which this delay may have on my business in
California,
“ Btone walls do not  prison muke,
Nor iron bars s cags ;
The heart that is content will take
These for o hermitage.” i
God knows I have done all for the best, and with the
best intentions. A great many Indiaus came into the val-
ley this evening. Ten lodges in all, which, with the fif-
teon already here, and more on the rosd, make up'a pret-
t{ lufu band. Killed an antelope. Last two nights En
slept in wet blunkets, and expect the same to-night. Last
n:sht it raioed all night tg
quite ill for two days
July 14.—This m

he Spanish boy has been

ing Ie lored the mouttain lying
to the north of our camp, ng a picturesque portion
of our front view. After ascending the miountain and
renc| the summit, I found it a vast plateau of roll
rairie land, covered with the most besutiful grass un
eavily timbered. At some places the growth of timber
would be g0 dense s to render riding through it impos-
sible without great dificulty, while at others it would
break into besutiful open glades,leaving spaces of s hundred
weres or more of open prairie, with groups of trees look-
ing precisely as if some wealthy planter had amused him-
self by planting them expressly to beautify his grounds

the whole plateau. In fact, it was an immense natural
park, already stocked with deer and elk, and ouly requir-
ing u fence to make it an estate for o king. Directly op-
posite, to the south, is another mountain in every respect
similar, and our valley, more beautiful te me than either,
lies between them. In the evening took a long ride on
the trail to mweet our long-expected companions. I did
not meet them, and returned disappointed, worried, and
more anxious than ever.

July 15,—This has been & great day for our Indian
neighbors. Two different bands of the sume tribe have
met, and & great contest is going on to prove which has
the best horses. They have been at it since the morn-
ing, and many a buckskin has changed hands. The
horses are all handsome, and run remarkably well. We
have bad more than fifty races ; a surfuit of them, if such
u thing as & surfeit of horse-racing is possible.

July 16.—Here st last. This morning I suddled my
mule to go and hunt up our expected compsnions. I had
not goune far before I met about fifty Indisns, from whom

spair, when I met a loose mule, snd, as | knew it was not
one of the Indisns’, I concluded it must belong to some of
our companions. Going on a mile or two further I met
Filipe, who told me that Heap and the others were just
behind. I immediately returned to eamp to get dinner
rveady for them, so that we might go on this evening to
the Ux-com ra-ene. Here terminstes the most unpleasant
sixteen days of my life; but for this besutiful country to
look at and explore I think I should have gone crazy. The
time seemed endless to we, but my zeslous comrades had
not unnecessarily lengthened it, for they had averaged
65 miles a day during the double journey, (going and
coming, ) aud that through the whole mass of mountains
which lie between the Upper Del Norte and the Grand
River Fork of the Great Colorsdo (Red River) of the
Gulf of California.

Here ends Mr. Branre’s separate journal.

LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA.

The Legislature of the State of Virginia assem-
bled at Richmond on Monday last. v I‘Hmlduﬁp
was organized by &oro-:gpoinmmo{ o
with the excepti the t-at-Arms of
The M. of Governor JOHNSON was commu-
nicated to both Houses, We make a few extracts

Springs were sbundant, and small streams intersected |.

I could learn nothing of them, and was beginning to de- | Dis
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from a summary of its contents which appears in
the Enquirer:

“The finances of the State are represented to be ‘in a
prosperous condition,’ insomuch that * the present rate of
tax, with the productive stocks held by the State, will be
found sufficient to meet all her engagements.’ The ag-
gregate outstanding public debt on the 30th of Septem-
ber last, the termination of the fiscal year, was 18,041,775
dollars. The par value of the productive investments of
the State is $8,256,171. Deduct this amount from the
aggregate outstanding debt, and we have s balsoce of
$49,920,275 of unproductive stocks. Subscriptions, ap-
propriations, and loans authorized by law render the
State liable for an additional sum of $7,750,739, which,
added to the above amount of $0,920,275, will exhibit an
azgregate of indebtedness and liability, over and above
productive stock, of $17,671,014, And if we add this
sum to the amount of productive stock, to wit, $8,256,171,
we will find that the grand total of outstanding debt and
linbility is $25,987,186. Moreover, the State is subject
to  contingent linbility for §2,010,080—being the amount
of subscription to companies of whose organization no in-
fermation has been received. It thus ap that the
whole debt of the State, exclusive of produetive invest-
ments, amounts to $20,581,004, or to $IB, 847,266 if we
include the amount of productive investment. DBut the
smount of unproductive debt, to wit, $10,190,0564, is
small in compurison with the resources of the State. The
suditor of public sccounts estimates the value of proper-
ty in the State at $600,000,000. The revenue to be raised
for the support of government, including the payment of
interest on the entire debt, is but $2,000,000 ; so that an
ad valorem tax st the rate of thirty-five cents in the hun-
dred dollars will suffice for the demand. If we exelude
from the caloulation the amount of property exempt from
taxation—estimated at a third of the whole—the rate of
tax on the remaining $400,000,000 will be in the propor-
tion of fifty cents to the hundred dollars. Bat, as the
State derives nbout half of her revenue frem other sour-
ces, it is manifest that a much less proportion in the hun-
dred dollars will be required—not more, it is believed,
than one-half that amount. In enumerating the liabili-
ties of the Btate no sccount is taken of the literary fund,
that being regarded ‘ns a debt from the State to itself.’
The total productive capital of the literary fund is
£1,606,802.

‘ The receipts into the Treasury during the last fiscal
year, including the balance on hsnd, were $1,060,877,
and the expenditures for the same period were $1,773,618,
leaving an unexpended balauce in the Tressury of
$186,259. It is estimated that the receipts for the cur-
rent year will amount to $2,000,000, and that the ¢ -
ditures for the same period will about equal the pts.
““The message states that u large incrense of crime has
taken place in the State since 1547. This is attributed
in part to the operation of the new code, and it is -
gestod that the imum term of confi t in the p':
tentiary be restored to threo years. The proportion of
orime between whites and free negroes is as one (o siztaen.
This fact confirms the opinion expressed in a former mes-
sage that measures should be adopted to remove the
‘great and growing evil' of our free negro population.
The labors of the ‘colonization board' are commended,
but, at best, it is thought they can only remove the an-
nusl inorease in the free negro populati leaving the
original number of 55,000 free negroes l:‘:.lo State.

** A large portion of the message is devoted to a con-
sideration of the internal improvement system of the
State. It is manifest that the Governor the sys-
temn with much favor, aud anticipates from l!w-phgon
the development of the vast resources of the State. The
system is pushed forward with commendable . and
it in thought that the new Board of Public Works will im-
part an additional impetns to its Tho
recommends an appropristion to complete
greal leading lines of railway at the earliest rqdhl. pe-
riod-—deferring any expenditure on works antil
their construction shall involve no embarrassment of the

“The message repeats a previous recommendation that
some point at or near Clifton Forge be selected as the
western terminus of the James River and Kannwha Canal,
snd that no appropriation be made to onrry it farther.

** The Governor informs the Legislature that, on so-
count of the importance of the principle involved in the
case of the Lemmon slaves, he has ordersd an appeal from
the decision of the court below to the Supreme Court of
New York, and he suggests that provision be made for
the employment of counsel and for the payment of the ne-
cessary expenses that may be inourred.”

Gen. Twioos reached New Ocloans » r.;d:ys since on
his return from the Cherokes Nation. He reports the
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